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One of the most popular songs from MGR's time, this was made for a popular Tamil comedy film of
that era, Naan Aanaiyittaal, with music by Muthiah Bhagavathar. S.P. Krishnan sang this, and it was

made into a blockbuster hit after it was remixed and given a fresh makeover by song composer A. R.
Rahman. Songs that had a deep effect on popular culture and the dance have moved like the basic
elements of nature, slowly and imperceptibly seeping into our consciousness in a way that what we
hear doesn't even stop us from living fully. When a song rocks us on the way to work, calms us to a
place of deep peace by day and night, when a song touches the sensitive chord of our soul, it has

the same effect as the rising of the sun every morning and the setting of the sun every evening. We
lose track of time, whether it's the flow of a song, or the rhythm of our entire life. The songs of MGR's
time hit us straight in the eye and continue to strike deep into our conscience. The matinee idol MG

Ramachandran sang Yemmattraathe song in Adimai Penn (1969), it was not construed as a harmless
song sung by his character but a direct attack against the then establishment. This was a time when
politically-charged songs were at the forefront in Tamil cinema music, almost mimicking the political

happenings of the State in an effort to create awareness among Tamil people. The Dravidian
movement came into place to give Tamil people a new identity. And that was reflected in Tamil film
songs, says Hariharan, who has collaborated with music producer-analyst Subasree Thanikachalam,

considered a walking encyclopedia of Tamil songs. They will be in conversation during the finale
concert of Activism in Tamil cinema, slated to take place at Goethe-Institut on August 26.
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These songs are perfect
for those screen sittings
that almost equate to
meditation. The film's
songs are certainly an

extension of the film, its
background, characters,

and motifs. The songs are
like a eulogy for the dead.

The film's songs were
sung by tabla maestro
Zakir Hussain, but the
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songs are so much more
than that, says Aneesh
Chopra, who has been a

part of the process of
bringing out the songs

from the film. Music
composer Harris Jayaraj

crafted a slew of songs for
the film and delivered the
best of all. From catchy

tunes to impeccable light
music, the songs capture
the personality of the film
like no other songs. The
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film also had two other
famous songs - Vadivelu's
Arush-aakaataa, about a

young man's journey from
rural areas to urban life,
and another about the

moral of the film and the
film itself - Ayya. I hope
for the day when I forget
the ins and outs of music
and tell whoever tries to
ask me about music that
the songs and the people
who performed them is all
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they have in their minds,
rather than the

composers and the music
directors. Well, that day is

far for me. I remember
watching a Telugu film
with KK as the hero. He

had sung the songs in the
film with so much

affection and love that my
heart felt so moist. The

song Veeraveee!
Veeraveee! is one of the
unforgettable songs of
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the film. A tribute to
Vidyasagar Born on this
day, March 2, in 1910, in

Ottapidaram in Tamil
Nadu, Vidyasagar was a

concert pianist,
composer, conductor,
teacher, musicologist,

singer and an authority
on music. He wrote more

than 200 songs, play
written by many

composers like T. K.
Ramamoorthy, T. P.
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Kailasanathar, A. P.
Nagarajan, V. Narayana
Rao, M. S. Viswanathan,
M. S. Viswanathan, C. N.

Annadurai, M. G.
Ramanathan, K. V.
Mahadevan, K. V.
Mahadevan, V. C.

Kulkarni, K. J. Yesudas
and many others.
Vidyasagar also

composed more than 500
songs for Radhakrishna -

a film he directed for
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Sandow M. M. A.
Chinnappa in 1959.
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