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if you don't, you're part of a group that is dominated by a monster and they're going to do--but if you look at it like that, you look at it like this. i was heavily outnumbered. and if they had a weapon that had the reach that i did--and they did have a weapon that had the reach that i did. you know, it was--the--it was, you know--it was a rifle. so, with it i could see they had about--three or four guys on this side of me, a couple of guys on that side of me, and on my side there was one guy. and he couldn't have been much over six feet. so i knew that they were going to overwhelm me. well, here's what happens. i was going to make a statement. i was going to make a political statement. i was going to
say, listen, i got here, i made a statement. you are so outmatched. there's no one that can come and help you. you know, in a real battle where the battle is going on, where you have to win the battle, that's what you do. you don't get emotional. you don't go around giving speeches and all this. but this is like--i mean, this is like our vietnam. they invaded us. i mean, they invaded us. and when we invaded them, they said, well, they said, we'll turn things around with you know, the viet cong. and we've gone through a hell of a lot of things. they want to come back and we don't want them here. the people that are in here, you know, they've done so much damage. it's--the--we can't just let them

come back. so i was going to make a statement to them. and i was going to say to them, i don't know how you--i don't care if you get killed. you know, you can have the vietnam situation of the--because to me it was just like vietnam. and what i'm saying here is this, i remember my father. if my father would have come out here and left my mother and my brother and my sister at home and went to vietnam and got killed, nobody would have faulted him. but to me, this was just like vietnam. it was us against them. and if they want to come--go ahead and come, you know, that's fine. but i just want you to know, you know, what happened to our brother or our sister. because we're not going to let
you have it. and that's why i ended up getting emotional. and you know, now here i am. i look back on it and i think about it. i mean, it was hard. you know, to this day i think about it.
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to this day, i have to do something when i pass an old hotel and see a sign on its
façade that reads "east german laundry." the associations are too intense. we

experienced lives in an age and a place that had no equal, where people faced off
and hammered out their differences. and somehow we lost that. life in the camp
was amazing. i learned to cook, to kill, to fix cars, to hit a target under heavy fire,
and to make friends with people i had previously thought of as enemies, and a lot

of other things in life. our friendships with our hosts' families were beyond the
normal. we shared a language that we all spoke pretty well, and we all understood
each other. and i think the reason we were able to do that is that we were roughly
the same. we were each just doing our own thing. we were each trying to survive
the best we knew how, and we had a lot of respect for one another. we laughed a

lot, we played a lot, we went out on short-term trips around the country. we'd have
a few too many drinks together at night and we'd make a few bad choices. we were

all in the same boat, but we were in a boat in a big lake. and i've never been in a
lake in a small boat, except for this one. everyone worked together. we took care of

each other. we talked about it. it was the ultimate team effort. i made the we will
survive team, and they made the we won't kill each other but we will eat each

other team. and we did that and lived happily ever after. i mean, like i said, the life
that we lived, i've never experienced something else. and it's been too bad for me
that it ended. because i am not a guy who will tell you what he believes, but what

he has lived. i do not regret what i did, and i think it was good that i did it.
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