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A new law making it easier for police to use excessive force in arrests will most likely
be approved by the state Legislature this spring, according to the Santa Cruz
Sentinel. "The bill has a number of elements. It would allow police to use greater
force on juveniles charged with crimes and, in the case of the first offense, who are
under 13 and under 14. It extends the police authority to do that. And it adds a
component that says a juvenile who is younger than 14 can't be charged as an adult
unless there's specific evidence that the juvenile is likely to commit a violent offense
as a juvenile," state Sen. Fran Pavley, D-Agoura Hills, told the Sentinel. The bill was
approved by the Senate on Feb. 3. The expansion of use of force would include the
ability to use chemical spray from a spray-gun and clubs to subdue people who
resist arrest. Pavley, who has not yet decided whether to vote for the bill, said that
potential problems included the lack of mandatory training for police officers, and
the failure of the bill to address the amount of force that police officers can use
when arresting juveniles. "We always have to be mindful that excessive force is a
class 2 misdemeanor when a person is under 18," Pavley said. "It's an easy charge.
(The bill) doesn't seek to address that any further. And it doesn't address the one
particular aspect I think that's more critical than the others: the first offense for a
juvenile is where it really gets at the heart of it, because he can't be charged as an
adult. And that has to be the aspect that we as a society need to look at and think
about - that whether there's a significant amount of violence that will follow even a
first offense. We don't want our children to be treated in the same manner as older,
much more capable, much more violent adults." 6d1f23a050
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