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of patients with normal and reticulocytopenic blood donors. Although

reticulocytopenia is a common haematological finding in both normal and sick
patients, it is not always associated with riboflavin deficiency. We measured

riboflavin content of red cells from 25 reticulocytopenic patients and 25 normal
individuals. The median value of red cell riboflavin content in the reticulocytopenic

patients was significantly lower than in the normal subjects (0.23 mumol/l, range
0.16-0.60 mumol/l and 1.08 mumol/l, 0.77-1.68 mumol/l respectively, P less than

0.001). When a more sensitive radioisotopic technique was used, it was found that, in
addition to a significant reduction in the total riboflavin content of the red cells in the

reticulocytopenic patients, there was also a proportionally smaller reduction in the
concentration of riboflavin in the low density plasma compartment of the red cells
(mean 19.5% reduction, P less than 0.001). Riboflavin levels in erythrocytes from
reticulocytopenic patients cannot be extrapolated to those from normal individuals
since they may not be representative of the total riboflavin pool in bone marrow or
other tissues.Q: Why is my __new__ function never called? I have a class SubList

which inherits from the class List: class SubList(list
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